Born to Die
By Heather Moore

Morethan 50,000 kittens and puppiesare born each day inthe United Statesa one. The only kind word or
gentletouch many of them ever receiveisfrom thetechnicianwho must end their lives because theresmply
aren’'t enough homes—or even cages—for themall.

Between six and eight million dogsand catsenter animal sheltersacrossthe United States each year. Of these,
approximately three or four million areeuthanized. M ost are young, healthy, and friendly. Many—about 25
percent of dogswho enter shelters—are purebred. Yet puppy millsand breeders continueto churn out animal
after animal liketoolson anassembly line.

TheWoeBehind That Doggiein theWindow

Nearly nineout of every 10 puppies sold in pet storescomefrom puppy mills, breeding kennel sthat raise dogs
incramped, crude, filthy conditions. According to Dr. Donald Allen, aveterinarian who worked ona“Dateline
NBC” segment about puppy millsinApril 2000, “ dogsin puppy millsaretypicaly kept ininhumane conditions,
tethered to treesor confined to feces-filled wire cages.”

Femaedogsarebred twiceayear and areusually destroyed when they are no longer ableto produce puppies.
The puppiesaretaken from their mothers and sold to brokerswho transport them to pet storesfor resaleto
obliviouscustomers. The puppies sometimestravel hundredsof milesin pickup trucks, tractor trailers, and/or
airplanes, often without adequate food, water, ventilation, or shelter.

Both the puppiesand their mothersroutinely suffer from malnutrition, exposure, and alack of adequate veteri-
nary care. Dr. Allen reportsthat some puppy millsdo not vaccinate the dogs agai nst diseasesand many are sold
beforethey aresix weeksold, thefederal agelimit for interstate puppy sales. Premature weaning may makethe
puppies more susceptibleto diseases, and because the puppies are often inbred, they may possess bad genetic
traitsor haveextremely aggressive personalities.

In 2000, Peoplefor the Ethical Treatment of Animals(PETA) conducted an undercover investigation at Neilsen
Farms, aKansas puppy mill. Thedogsat Niel sen Farmshad no comfortswhatsoever—no bedding, littleto no
protection during the searing hot summersor frigid wintersand no veterinary care, even whenthey wereill.
Many had crusted, oozing eyes, raging ear infections, mangethat turned their skininto amassof red scabs, and/
or abscessed feet fromthewirefloors.

AnAustrdian cattle dog with apalm-sized sore on her back was never seen by aveterinarian and thewound
did not heal properly. PETA'sinvestigator discovered that the collar on aL abrador retriever had not been
adjusted asthe dog grew and had become embedded in hisflesh. Even though the gangrenousskinfell away as
the collar wasremoved, it wastreated with nothing but aworm-repel lant spray.

Severa pupsescaped fromtheir poorly built kennel, and onewaskilled by other dogsinan adjoining run. Timid
dogswereregularly terrorized by their more aggressive cage-mates, who often prevented them from eating and
drinking.

Perhaps saddest of all werethe old mother dogswho had gone mad from confinement and loneliness. They



circledfranticaly intheir small cages and paced ceasalessly back and forth, back and forth, their only way of
coping with despair.

Puppy Mill Prisons

There arethousands of breedersand deal ersacrossthe country—in Missouri a onethere are an estimated
3,000 dog-breeding operationsthat generate $2 billion ayear. The nation’slargest puppy broker isthe Hunte
Corporationin Missouri, which hasbeen linked to numerous negligent pet storesand breedersand has spon-
sored American Kennel Club meetings. The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) hasloaned Hunte
morethan $4 millionin taxpayer money for expansion and upgradesinthelast threeyears.

The USDA issupposed to monitor and inspect kennelsto ensurethat they are not violating the housing stan-
dardsof theAnima WelfareAct, but kennel inspectionsarealow priority. Puppy millsarerarely monitored by
state governments, and existing regulationsvary from stateto state. In Missouri, for example, 2,100 of the
facilitiesarerequired to beinspected once ayear, but there are only 12 inspectorsemployed to handlethetask.
Therearean estimated 1,300 puppy millsin Wisconsin and voluntary inspections are expected of the breeders
who sl at least 50 dogs and cats, but thereisno funding for enforcement of theseregulations.

Dederswhowant to avoid thefew existing U.S. laws often do business overseas. A ccording to one Canadian
lawyer, “[Pluppy mill operatorsinthe Statesbuy from us. And crossing the border isn’t aproblem either. They
crossthemall thetime.” A New Hampshire breeder, who was arrested for cruelty to animalswhen dozens of
dogsand catswerefound livinginfilth, was salling puppiesfrom Russiafor asmuch as$1,900 each onthe
Internet.

Irresponsible Breeders

Breedersareno really better. Their concernistheir bottom line—not theanimals well being. Like puppy mills,
breedersbreed animal sto conform to “ breed standards’ which promote“ desirable” physical traitsthat often
causeavariety of heath problems.

Many breederssupport tail docking, ear cropping, debarking, and other painful, unnecessary procedures.

TheAmerican Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) statesthat “ ear cropping and tail docking are not
medically indicated nor of benefit to the patient. These procedures cause pain and distress, and, aswith all
surgical procedures, are accompanied by inherent risks of anesthesia, blood |oss, and infection.” These proce-
duresare so crud that they are banned in many European countries. Many veterinarians al so condemn debark-
ing becauseitissuperfluous, causesdogsagreat dea of post-operative pain, and stripsthem of their natural
meansto communicate.

Every March, theWestminster Kennel Club parades dogsaround like trophiesand judgesthem based on
appearance and appearance alone. Many of the poor dogs|ook likefreaksof nature, but thereisreally nothing
natural about them. Breeders have manipul ated them to have an overabundance of wrinkles, an overly promi-
nent bone structure, fur that dragson thefloor, tight, set ears, ashort, amputated tail, and other preferred
characterigtics.

Inresponseto thetail-docking requirementsfor certain breedsin the annual dog show, PETA filed acomplaint
with New York officialsagainst theclub, aleging criminal violationsof the state' santi-cruelty law, which prohib-
itsunjustified mutilationsof animals.

Oneformer breeder of “ champion” retrievers, John G Boudiette, was charged with cruelty to animalsfor



keeping morethan 100 dogsin squalid, rundown kennels, pens, and doghouses on awooded lot in Suffolk, Va
When rain pounded the property, the dogswereforced to spend their daysin dirty standing water without

adequate shelter. When rescue workersfrom PETA and other groupswaded through the grime and the muck to
reach the cold, wet dogs, they found many of them were sick, malnourished, and infested with fleasand worms.

Sadly, therearemany other breedersjust like Boudiette, who raiseanima sasif they wereraising turnips, with
littlethought to their wantsand needs. But even so-called “ responsible”’ breedersdon’t fit thebill. Every anima
they breed takesaway ahomefrom ananima in ashelter who must therefore be destroyed.

TheBreeder intheMirror

While puppy millsand breedersinflictimmense pain and suffering on animals, anyonewho alowstheir compan-
ion cat or dog to breed must also sharein theblame. Every singlestray cat, every neglected dog left todieon
the streets came from an animal who wasn't spayed or neutered.

Allowing animastohave*just onelitter” or letting unaltered animal sroam the streetsunsupervised isnot only
dangerousfor them, it can havetragic consequencesfor other animals. A fertile cat can producethreelittersin
oneyear. Eachlitter can consist of four to six kittens. The Humane Society of the United Statesestimatesthat in
just sevenyears, itispossiblefor onefemalecat and her offspring to produce 420,000 cats. Likewise, afertile
dog can producetwo littersin oneyear; each containing six to 10 puppies. Insix years, afemaedog and her
offspring can theoretically produce 67,000 dogs.

The*“lucky” oneswill be euthanized inreputableanimal shelters. Otherswill bestuck outsdeand will likely die
of starvation, temperature extremes, behit by cars, infected with lingering, debilitating diseases, stolen by
laboratory dealers, used asbait by dogfighters, attacked by other animals, or tortured and/or killed by cruel
people.

In oneall too common example, al7-year old Maryland boy allegedly used ashovel to bludgeon 10 5-week-
old puppiesto death before apparently shooting thedogs parentswith asmall-caliber rifle. In another instance,
on February 17, 2004, three puppieswerefound tied up in aplastic garbage bag inside atrash dumpster. In till
another case, aCaliforniaman was convicted of killing eight puppiesbirthed by hisbrother’sdog, Stout, who
wasfound to have been neglected. Thelist of cruelty casesgoesonand on.

Membersof PETA’'s Community Animal Project (CAP) routinely comb the streetsto hel p neglected and abused
animalsintheTidewater, Va. areawhere PETA isheadquartered. On adaily—and usualy nightly—basis, the
CAPteam seesfera catsdescended from abandoned, unaltered house catswho are now wild and infected with
deadly, ravaging diseaseslikefelineAlDS and leukemig; stray dogs so disfigured by mangethat they are hardly
recognizableascanines, littersof puppies, wracked with diarrheaand vomiting—literaly dehydrating to desth;
backyard dogswho have known only chains, beatings, and neglect, and who have gone mad because of it, and
more.

One such animal, Sophie, wasfound chained to the bumper of acar without food or water. She crouched in
fear when aPETA staffer approached her. PETA persuaded her “owner” to give her up and aPETA employee
adopted her. Sophiewas so exhausted from living in constant fear on the end of ashort chain that shedept afull
24 hourswhen brought to her new home. Now, still cautious, but sweet, energetic, and loving, Sophie goesfor
long walksand plays on the beach with her new guardian.



Another animd, Itty Bitty, lived outdoorsin all weather extremeswith other unaltered catsand dogs. PETA's
CAPteam trapped the catsand had them spayed or neutered. Ity Bitty was|ucky; shenow livesindoorswitha
former PETA staff member and her two other cherished cats.

But happy ending storiesarefew and far between. Therearemillionsof stray and unwanted animals. PETA's
staff—and other animal rescuers—certainly cannot adopt themall. No onecan.

Too Much of aGood Thing

All too often, well-intentioned individual stry to “rescue” animalsfrom amiserablelifeonthestreets, but quickly
become overwhel med and wind up only making the problem far worse. Hoarders—al so known asanima
collectors—may truly think they are hel ping by keeping large numbersof animalsintheir homes, but theanimals
they “save’ languishinfilth and suffer from malnourishment, illness, inactivity, poor ventilation, and lack of human
companionship.

PETA hasfound dogsand cats crowded in cages, crates, hutches, and even kitchen cabinets. Because hoarders
usually can't afford to pay to spay and neuter al the animalsthey keep, their collection growsand growsuntil
thefilth, stench, and noise attract the attention of neighborsor health, sanitation, or humaneofficias.

For example, on November 16, 2003, authoritiesallegedly discovered up to 40 neglected and “ sickly” cats—as
well astheremainsof six others—in aMassachusetts apartment. Officia swerecalled to thefeces-ridden
residence after adownstairs neighbor reported seeing cat urine seeping fromthe celling. Thehoarder, Debra
Flint, had apparently already vacated the apartment and failed to arrange carefor the cats, leaving them so
starved that they were eating carpet and cannibalizing the remains of their dead companions.

In another case, authoritiesreportedly discovered 10 live animal sand the stacked, frozen carcasses of 120
othersinhoarder William Davis feces-strewn residencein Murfreesboro, Tenn. Just two dayslater, officials
evidently confiscated 31 neglected catsfrom smilarly filthy conditionsin Davis mobilehomein Christina, Tenn.
Not surprisingly, Davishad apparently been the subject of similar investigationsdating back at least fiveyears.

Dan Paden, acruelty caseworker in PETA’'sDomestic Animal | ssues& Abuse Department, contacted the
authoritiesin these and other smilar casesand asked that the hoarders be required to undergo apsychol ogica
eval uation and mandatory counseling at their expense. Paden al so requested that the hoardersbe* prohibited
from owning or harboring animasin thefuture.”

Paden isone of the compassi onateindividua swho volunteersto deliver free doghousesand check ondogsin
North Carolina, where, asin other states, dogs are constantly |eft outside, often without adequate shelter, food,
water, and medical attention. Paden and PETA'sother volunteersreplace the shoddy, dilapidated, or in many
cases, nonexistent, doghouses, with sturdy, warmer onesthat provide some shelter for animalswhose* owners’
refusetolet theminsde.

Thedogs, much likethose kept by hoarders, are not viewed as members of thefamily. Some areused asguard
dogs; many othersare ssmply stuck outside and forgotten like old, discarded property. Paden believesthat
mosgt, if not dl, of the dogswere passed on from family memberswhose unaltered animasgavebirth. Says
Paden, “ One pup’s predicament has stayed with me sincel met him last fall. Hewastiny, maybe 15 pounds,
and | found him chained to abroken down car. Repeated pleaswith his custodiansto bring him (and the other
two dogs on the property) insdewent ignored. Asthe monthsgrew colder, my visits became more urgent, until



finaly, in January, hewasbrought in. But hiscomfort probably won't be permanent. He'll grow big and before
you know it, be tossed back outside, chained up like an old bike and given about the same amount of attention.”

NoKill SheltersAreNo Solution

Other well-meaning peopletry to help anima sby setting up “ no-kill” shelters. However, al too often, these
peoplefind themsel ves quickly overwhelmed with both work and expenses, and thus are unableto provide
adequate carefor theanimals.

Whileno-kill sheltersmay assuage our consciences, they arerardly, if ever, intheanimals bestinterests. Animals
at these sheltersoften spend yearsliving infilthy cageswith little or no human contact. They suffer thesame
boredom, loneliness, and stressasanimalsin puppy mills. They can becomewithdrawn, severely depressed,
“unhousebroken,” and acquire other anti-socia behaviorsthat further decreasetheir chances of being adopted.

When | wasyounger, | volunteered at one such shelter, aconverted old house, known by volunteersas*the cat
house.” It'shardto say if anyoneknew for sure exactly how many catslived at the cat house at any giventime,
but there were often so many cats crowding thefloor that therewas hardly anywhereto step.

Every Sunday morning for several months| would help thefew other volunteersclean thesmelly, urine-and-
fecescovered floorsand cages, wash the dishesfrom the night before and dish out morefood, give medicineto
sick cats, and, whentime allowed, which was seldom, play with and pet the cats. Unfortunately, they rarely got
sufficient attention. Therewerejust too many of them. And the volunteershad our own companions, our own
lives. Wethought wewere helping, that “someonehasto doit,” but I know now that the catswould have been
better off at ashelter that euthanizesanimals.

Onecat, Tequila, spent the vast majority of her timein thekitchen cabinet. Weliked to think that shewas
keeping uscompany whilewe scooped out plate after plate of cat food, but really, shewasjust too fearful of all
the other cats. She had been declawed before she ended up at the cattery, atraumatizing procedurethat strips
catsof their natural defenses, impedestheir balance, and often even makes standing and scraping in thelitterbox
painful. Shewas so anxious shewould sometimeslick her skinraw.

Tequilawastill at the cat housewhen | moved away. | hope shewas adopted—or finally euthanized—>but |
suspect that she spent therest of her daysin thekitchen cabinet, nervousand lonely.

Few catswere adopted compared to the numberswho were dropped off. Thewomen who ranthe* shelter”
had to turn animasaway. “No-kill” sheltersare often “filled to capacity,” which meansthey can’t take new
animalsin. If theanimalsarelucky, they aretakento another shelter that doeseuthanize. If they are unlucky,
they may be dumped by theroadside, only to die deathsfar more gruesome and horriblethan apainlessinjec-
tion of sodium pentobarbital. Whileano-kill shelter can honestly say it did not kill theanimals, that doesn’t mean
theanimalswere saved.

Spaying & NeuteringistheOnly Solution
But thereisan easy, effective, ethical, and inexpensive solution. People can prevent animal overpopul ation—and

thus decreasethe number of animal skilled—simply by adopting from sheltersinstead of buying from pet stores,
puppy mills, or breeders, and dways having animal s spayed or neutered.



Spaying and neutering isnot only the best way to reduce animal overpopulation, itisalso

agood way to prevent certain health and behaviora problemsin catsand dogs. Spaying reducesthe stressand
discomfort femal esendure during heat periods, eliminatestherisk of uterine cancer, and greatly reducesthe
chance of mammary cancer. Neutering makesmaesmuch lesslikely to roam or fight, and hel ps prevent testicu-
lar cancer.

Female cats and dogs should be spayed soon after the age of eight weeks. Males should be neutered at eight
weeksof age, but both spaying and neutering can be done safely through most of adulthood.

PETA' s SNIP—Spay/Neuter Immediately Please—mobile provides|ow-cost spaying and neutering for low
incomeindividuasintheTidewater, Va. area—SNIPaltered 6,115 animalsin 2003 alone. Therearelow cost
spay/neuter servicesin nearly every area. SPAY-USA hasanational hotline, 1-800-248-7729, listing numerous
veterinary clinics, humane societies, and other servicesthat offer discounted rates.

Millionsof innocent anima dieevery year because of greed, vanity, and laziness. Their livesarein your hands.
Please beapart of the solution for suffering—spay and neuter.



